
How to give a great presentation







Oral presentations have become quite 

common in school and being a good 

presenter/communicator is a valuable 

skill.  While some people really enjoy 

doing presentations, others find it 

uncomfortable or challenging. The 

more experience you have in doing 

oral presentations, the better you will 

probably get at it. There are a few 

useful tips which will help you improve 

the delivery your presentation.



Any suggestions/tips for doing oral 

presentations?



Practicing ahead of time in front of a mirror, family 

members, friends, your class, or others is very 

important. Sometimes practicing in front of a video 

camera can be helpful. While watching the video you 

may notice habits or ways of presenting that you wish 

to change.

Ex:  I notice I say “um” a lot 



•Be organized and ready. Have your project 

set up properly with all props/materials you 

need. If you are using technology, make sure 

it is ready and working.

•Leave gum, /MP3 Players, Cell Phones, 

Laptops, and other distracting

materials at home during the fair.

•Dress appropriately … you are representing 

the school. Remember too, that costumes can 

be a great addition  in bringing your project 

to life.

•Add other “props” to your display to make it 

more interesting 

•Be sure to “act” like a student while waiting 

your turn to be judged.



Try (really hard) not to read from a 

script. Use your backboard as a 

reference when talking about your 

research but try to avoid “just 

reading” the material on it. 

If it helps, make an outline of your 

presentation on cue cards but use this 

as a reference only.



Look interested in what you are doing. 

The judges or other interested people 

want to know what you have done and 

what you have learned. 

Keep eye contact with your listeners 

during your presentation.



•Answer all questions that you can. 

•If you are not certain of an answer, you might say, “I’m 

not certain, but I think it might be...”

• If you do not know the answer, you might give the 

person an idea of how you would find an answer to the 

question.  This shows you are willing to learn more.

•It is also appropriate to say something like, “That was 

not part of my research.”  You might ask the person if 

he or she knows and could help you. 

•Use your judges as resources. Sometimes members of 

the public audience can give helpful suggestions.



Before you end off your presentation it is always a 

good idea to ask if there are any more questions.

And, last but not least, say thank you to your 

audience whether it is your teacher, your 

classmates or someone judging your project. 



… and remember, practice and 

preparation are key to a great 

presentation!


